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Overview and Rationale
Many beginning journalism students write editorials that are either one sided or about topics the reader does not care about.  This lesson allows students to really think about the structure of their editorials and why the reader should care about them.
Goals for Understanding
· Essential Questions 

· What makes an editorial effective?

· Critical Engagement Questions 

· Why should the reader care about the topic? 

How can one find a topic that is relevant to both to the writer and the reader?

· How can one write an editorial that does not merely criticize?  Why should one use facts to support ideas/

Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class)
· Have students read examples of both professional and student editorials.  Include examples of editorials that are both serious and of a lively nature.  Also find examples that are not of the traditional structure (i.e. letter format of "Yes, Virginia There is A Santa Claus") Discuss with students what makes the editorials successful or not.  

· Discuss/brainstorm where writers might get their editorial ideas.

Activity 2 (One 50-minute class)
· Brainstorm potential editorial topics as a group. List on butcher paper or on board.  Discuss relevance of topics to both writer and readers.

· Discuss "Four Steps of Writing Relevant Opinions" (Thomas Tryon, Editorial Page Editor The Sarasota Herald-Tribune)  If possible, find an editorial that contains these steps and point them out when discussing the four steps.

FOUR STEPS TO WRITING RELEVANT OPINIONS- Thomas Tryon, The Sarasota Herald-Tribune

1.
Pick a relevant topic
Remember, editorials and columns are not research papers. They are not chores. They are opportunities.  Don't waste them.  Write about what people want to read or need to read.

2.
Report

You might be an opinion writer but you need to gather the facts and present the most relevant ones to support your opinion.

Remember the question: Why should anyone care what a student thinks?  I should and will care if you write well and present an argument supported by the facts.

3.
Frame the argument
*Focus on the issue and your audience.  What's the most important thing you want to say, and to whom are you directing it?

*Take a stand

*Use facts to support your case, not fill space.

*Urge action or make a point.

*Ask yourself: Would I read this if I didn't have to?  Does it read like a term paper or the script from an action movie? Think Emeril: Bam!

4.
Self-Edit
*The three C's: clear, clean, correct.

*The three R's: right, reasoned, relevant.

*Argue with yourself.

*Look for the weak points like your critics will do- and strengthen them.

Assessment (One 50-minute class)

Students will choose one of the brainstormed editorial topics and apply "Four Steps of Writing Relevant Opinions" and write an editorial. Have students exchange papers and discuss as a class.  Students can edit drafts, discuss, and finalize their pieces.  Instructor will assess how well the student applied four steps and whether or not the editorial is an effective one.

References 
· Tryon, Thomas Lee, "Four Steps to Writing Relevant Topics."

*
Refer students to essays in the back of Time, editorials in the New York Times, Rick Riley in Sports Illustrated, Leonard Pitts etc. for ideas and styles.

